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Abstract. In present days, because of existent technical-material possibilities the agriculture 
passes a difficult period in which the administration mainstay is almost absent. The competition on 
Romanian market of foreign agricultural products, the actual legislation and insignificant subvention 
of agriculture determined, overmuch, the abandonment of land farming and animal breeding. If dose 
yet exist cattle farms is because of tradition proof as concerns their breeding, especially in western and 
central Transylvania. In this study we want to compare two farms’ maintenance and feed conditions 
with implication on youth cattle breeding and development for meat production. We conclude that 
even the maintenance conditions in shelters offer a better surveillance of animals, the cattle breeding 
on pasture is more benefic for body development of youth from meat breeds and the meat quality is 
more appreciated for foreign markets. 
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Introduction. In present days, because of existent technical-material possibilities the 
agriculture passes a difficult period in which the administration mainstay is almost absent 
(Velea and Mărginean, 2012). The competition on Romanian market of foreign agricultural 
products, the actual legislation and insignificant subvention of agriculture determined, 
overmuch, the abandonment of land farming and animal breeding. If dose yet exist cattle 
farms is because of tradition proof as concerns their breeding, especially in western and 
central Transylvania. 
Aims and Objectives. The aim of this study was to compare maintenance and feed 
conditions in two private farms with implication on youth cattle breeding and development 
for meat production. 
Material and Methods. The study was done during 12 months (2012-2013) on 
initial number of 102 heads (final number of 97 heads) of youth male of Romanian spotted 
(Fleckvieh type) breed, on some age categories: at parturition time, 6 months and 12 months. 
On these age categories were followed and established in dynamics the body weight, were 
effected 10 body measurements (waist, trunk sidelong length, thorax length, croup length, 
thorax depth, thorax width, croup width at hips, croup width at ischium, thorax and tibia 
perimeter) and were calculated 5 body indices and 3 breeding ones. The primary data were 
statistically processed and interpreted. The study was done in two private farms from Arad 
County (F1) and Bihor County (F2), where the animals had distinct maintenance and feed 
conditions (F1 in shelters, F2 on pasture), finally being delivered for meat production on 
Romanian markets. The animals were in good conditions as concerns their health and were 
not treated with any medication during collecting data period. The primary data were 
statistically processed and comparatively interpreted with the Standards provided by 
Romanian National Agency for Improvement and Reproduction in Animal Breeding (Legea 





Results and Discussions. As concerns the body weight (Tab.1), at parturition time 
were registered inferior values given to breed standard (Ordin 19/2006; Velea et al., 1985), 
respectively with 11.76% less in F1 and with 3.84% less in F2. At 6 months age the body 
weight was inferior given to breed standard with 6.38% less in F1 and with 2.76% less in F2, 
and at 12 months age with 10.45% less in F1 and with 3.12% les in F2. Between the two 
farms can be observed significant differences for this indicator.  
 
Tab. 1 
Dynamics of body development of Romanian spotted (Fleckvieh type) youth males 













F1 = 52 26.472±0.716 1.72 -3.528 -11.76 parturition 30.00 F1 = 52 28.846±0.512 1.58 -1.154 -3.84 
F1 = 48 149.798±0.613 1.44 -10.20 -6.38 6 months 160.00 F2 = 49 155.574±0.351 1.53 -4.42 -2.76 
F1 = 48 313.413±1.659 1.14 -36.58 -10.45 12 months 350.00 F2 = 49 339.078±0.803 1.68 -10.92 -3.12 
 
The effected body measurements show also significant differences between farms 
and given to breed standard (Velea et al., 1985). All these data reflect the importance of 
breeding technology applied in concordance to obtain good values of animal productions, in 
our case for beef meat one.  
Around the two studied farms, the meat market registered different prices for this 
sort of meat, 6.50-16 lei/kg (F1) and 10.50-18.50 lei/kg (F2), that means prices reduced with 
13.5-55.2% for the meat market around F2 (Tab. 2). Finally, the meat production was better 
capitalized in F1 and almost all was exported in Italy. 
 
Tab. 2 
Prices for beef meat (lei/kg) on the meat market (June 30, 2013) 
 
June 30, 2013 Live animal meat Meat in carcass 
F1 market 6.50-7.50 13.00-16.00 
F2 market 10.50-14.50 16.50-18.50 
 
Conclusion. Even the maintenance conditions in shelters offer a better surveillance 
of animals, the cattle breeding on pasture is more benefic for body development of youth from 
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